
Personal Narrative Rubric 200 pts!  HUGE grade! 
Exceeds Expectations  Meets Expectations Needs Improvement  

INTRO: 8 pts 

 Grabs attention / memorable 

 label TYPE of intro (see handout 

– action intro, dialogue intro, 

etc.)  

 avoid typical 

 Interesting and creative 

INTRO: 

 Grabs attention 

 label  TYPE of intro – (see 

handout) 

 avoid typical intros 

INTRO:  

 Typical intro  

 not labeled 

LIT  TECH:  28pts 

 2 excellent examples of 

imagery   

 3 or more other developed 

creative literary tech  

 underlined and labeled IN the 

paper NOT in the margins!!! 

  *** used to show jumps in time 

LIT TECH: 

 2 good examples of imagery  

 3 or more other literary tech 

 underlined and labeled IN the 

paper – NOT in the margins 

 Avoid clichés – be UNIQUE 

LIT TECH: 

 Limited literary techniques 

 Not labeled 

 Clichés / Not original  

 Using too many similes or 

not varying the type of lit 

tech used 

 Not developing tech 

DIALOGUE: 28 pts 

 Well developed, believable 

dialogue 

 Has descriptive, detailed 

narration  

 Vary tags and tag placement – 

avoid said 

 Proper capitalization and 

punctuation 

 Start a new paragraph for each 

new speaker – narration in the 

same paragraph 

DIALOGUE: 

 Developed believable, 

dialogue 

 Narration to show emotion and 

actions of characters w/ 

dialogue 

 Varied tags or tag placement 

but not both 

 Proper capitalization and 

punctuation 

 Start a new paragraph for each 

new speaker – narration in the 

same paragraph 

DIALOGUE: 

 Minimal dialogue 

 Dialogue not believable 

 Minimal narration  

 Tags and Tag Placement 

not varied 

 Used the tag said 

 Some errors w/ 

capitalization and 

punctuation 

 Paragraphing problems 

 

CONFLICT/PLOT/IDEAS: 28 pts 

 LOTS of action, conflict, and 

suspense 

 Focused on a short period of 

time 

 SHOW DON’T TELL throughout 

the entire story 

 Clear and easy to understand 

CONFLICT/PLOT/IDEAS: 

 Adequate action, conflict, and 

suspense 

 Focused on a short period of 

time 

 Some good show don’t tell 

 Clear and easy to understand 

CONFLICT/PLOT/IDEAS: 

 Needs more action, 

conflict, and suspense 

 Focused on more than 24 

hrs 

 Needs more show don’t 

tell 

 Some parts unclear or 

difficult to understand 

SENT FLUENCY:16 pts 

 Varied sentence structure and 

great transitions including 

complex sentences 

SENT FLUENCY: 

 Varied sentence structure and 

good transitions 

SENT FLUENCY: 

 Too many short choppy 

sentences 

 Transitions need to be 

developed 

 

DEVELOPED and FORMATING: 32 pts 

 Can’t really exceed 

expectations for this because 

this is the one time all yr you 

can’t go over the min. length 

DEVELOPED and FORMATING: 

 800 -1,200 words  (can’t go 

over)  

 Standard 12 pt font and 

standard margins 

 Double spaced 

 Started in Google Classroom 

from DAY 1 

 

DEVELOPED and FORMATING: 

 Less than 800 words 

 Large font, spacing, or 

margins used 

 Spacing errors 

 ONLY papers in Google 

Classroom will be graded 

– deductions for 

submission errors 

CONVENTIONS/PROOF: 40pts 

 Error free- No problems w/ 

spelling, punctuation, 

capitalization, sentences, 

awkward wording, etc. 

CONVENTIONS/PROOF: 

 Minimal errors w/ spelling, 

punctuation, capitalization, 

sentences, or awkward working 

 Lack of proofing will result in 

losing ALL of these points! 

CONVENTIONS/PROOF: 

 Proof! !!!!!   

 See corrections online! 

 Avoid awkward wording 

and mechanical errors 

 Capitalization errors 



Personal Narrative Rubric 200 pts!  HUGE grade! 
Exceeds Expectations  Meets Expectations Needs Improvement  

 

WORD CHOICE:12 pts 

 Excellent, creative word 

choices & word combos 

 Strong VERBS & ADJECTIVES 

WORD CHOICE: 

 Good, creative word choices 

and word combos throughout  

 Strong Verbs and Adjectives 

WORD CHOICE: 

 Simple word choices that 

show little creativity or 

thought 

CONCLUSION: 8 pts 

 TYPE of Concl LABELED (start of 

a new story concl, mystery, 

etc.), Memorable concl/ 

demonstrates concepts taught 

 SEE conclusion handout 

CONCLUSION: 

 Demonstrates concepts taught  

 TYPE of Concl labeled (see 

handout) 

CONCLUSION: 

 Not labeled 

 Lacks creativity 

 

5% off if you can PROVE it was done but didn’t submit properly – HIT SUBMIT when done!  

10% off if minutes or hours late 

25% off for a day or more late 

SUBMIT IN GOOGLE CLASSROOM! Only papers in Google Classroom will be graded. Remember to hit 

TURN IN! 

Use this sheet as a CHECKLIST – BIG GRADE!! 

***  

Three asterisks on a line can show a jump in time or scene change – see above 

 

Students who get a D or F can RE-do the papers w/in ONE week and have the two grades AVERAGED 

 

We spent a lot of time practicing imagery, dialogue, word choice, and lit tech so the expectations are 

HIGH!!!! 


